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F.R.I.E.N.D.S.  
Families, Respect, Inspire, Education, Networking  

Down Syndrome, Special Needs 
 

 

BUDDY WALK KIT  

 

VENUE: Largo Central Park - 101 Central Park Dr, Largo, FL 33771 

DATE: October 16, 2021 

TIME:  10AM -3PM 

EMAIL: info@friendssupport.org 

Phone: (813)245-2782 

REGISTRATION WEBSITE: www.ds-stride/friendsbuddywalk 

F.R.I.E.N.D.S. WEBSITE: www.friendssupport.org 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@friendssupport.org
http://www.ds-stride/friendsbuddywalk
http://www.friendssupport.org/
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              F.R.I.E.N.D.S.  
& 

NATIONAL DOWN SYNDROME SOCIETY  
 
 

F.R.I.E.N.D.S. WEST FLORIDA  
Families, Respect, Inspire, Education, Networking, Down 
syndrome, Special needs is a volunteer-based, non-
profit 501C3, founded in 2007.  We are committed to 
ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
their families.  We provide free year-round programs, 
public education, and family & individual activities and 
support.  We advocate for awareness, inclusion, and 
acceptance for all Special Needs individuals and their 
families. We are the leading voice for Down Syndrome 
in West Florida. 

 

THE NATIONAL DOWN 

SYNDROME SOCIETY 

 

Since 1995, the National Buddy Walk Program has been the premier Down syndrome 
awareness, advocacy, and peer-to-peer fundraising program in the world. It was created by the 
National Down Syndrome Society (NDSS) to promote acceptance and inclusion of people with 
Down syndrome and to raise funds for local and national incentives to support the Down 
syndrome community. Today, more than 200 Buddy Walk events take place in cities across the 
country and in select international locations. The 2021 National Buddy Walk Program is 
supported by National .ǳŘŘȅ ²ŀƭƪ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊΣ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ǊŀȊȅ {ƻŎƪǎΦ ¢ƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ .ǳŘŘȅ 
Walk near you, visit www.buddywalk.org. 

 

 

 

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=lVxJwd7NqU98ct4XY9qgpftJ__wBwC0YqUOXh_Aywou4p_MCexMNfYrYmVv4ci46yZXcemjfSbje38lx8unuaw==


F.R.I.E.N.D.S. DOWN SYNDROME SPECIAL NEEDS WEST FL.  FED TAX ID #65-1261646 
11612 MISS CHLOE COURT, RIVERVIEW, FL 33579  (813)245-2782   

Page 4 
 

BUDDY WALK FACT SHEET  

The Buddy Walk program was established by the National Down Syndrome Society (NDSS) in 
1995 to celebrate Down Syndrome and to promote acceptance and inclusion of people with 
Down Syndrome.  The Buddy Walk has grown from 17 walks, in 1995, to over more than 250 
walks worldwide, raising over $17 Million dollars nationwide to support local Down syndrome 
organizations raise funds for their programs and services, as well as the national advocacy and 
public awareness initiatives of NDSS.  
 
The Buddy Walk is nationally ranked as one of the top 30 Walks events in the U.S. The Buddy 
Walk is usually a one-mile walk (some locations vary) in which anyone can participate without 
special training. It is an inspirational an educational event that celebrates the many abilities and 
accomplishments of people with Down syndrome and special needs.  
 

Buddy Walk events are open to 
participants of all ages and abilities.  
 
The Buddy Walk has three primary 
goals: 
1. To promote acceptance and 
inclusion of people with Down 
syndrome and Special Needs. 
2. To raise funds for F.R.I.E.N.D.S. 
3. To enhance the position of the 
Down syndrome community, enabling 
us to positively influence local and 
national policy and practice. 
 

Buddy Walks events are a great place to come together and network with families and Special 
needs resource vendors to learn more about support services that are available. 
 
Registration fees and donation requirements are set at the local level.  No one will be turned 
away from the Buddy Walk due to the inability to pay. Please contact us if you need a 
scholarship to attend the Buddy Walk.  

 
The 5th F.R.I.E.N.D.S. BUDDY WALK will take place Saturday, October 16, 2021 at Largo Central 
Park from 10am-3pm, 101 Central Park Dr. Largo FL 33771.  Join us as we promote Advocacy 
and Inclusion, while Celebrating and Honoring our Down Syndrome & Special Needs 
community. Our Fundraising Goal for 2021 is $50,000 to benefit our local programs and 
services, plus support all the b5{{Ωǎ national programs.  
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Buddy Walk Committee ð Volunteers Needed  

òMANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORKó 

VOLUNTEERS WE NEED YOU! F.R.I.E.N.D.S. believes that the Buddy Walk can engage the community in a 
way that touches its heart and feed the soul. The Buddy Walk is about helping people understand our 
organizations mission and giving them the opportunity to be involved. The ideal thŀǘ άƳŀƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƳŀƪŜ 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ǿƻǊƪέ ƛǎ ǇŀǊŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ   
 
If you would like to help, please send an email to info@friendssupport.org.  
 

 
 

mailto:info@friendssupport.org
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REGIST RATION INFORMATION & FEES  

 

                                 REGISTERTODAY ! 
 

BUDDY WALK WEBSITE:  https://www.ds-stride.org/friendsbuddywalk 
VENUE: Largo Central Park - 101 Central Park Dr, Largo, FL 33771 
 
EARLY REGISTER FEE    $10 
REGISTRATION FEE              $20 AFTER OCTOBER 1ST 
EVENT DAY REGISTRATION            $20 DAY OF THE EVENT 
 
VENDOR REGISTRATION   $50 1 TABLE/2 CHAIRS 
NONPROFIT VENDORS    $0 

*Children 12yrs and under and all special needs individuals are free.   
 

Registration includes admission to the event, a free Buddy Walk t-shirt, a 
ticket for a free lunch (hotdog, chips, and soda), a Down Syndrome 
Awareness wristband, and your FREE individual and team photos by Julie 
Hirsch Photography. 
 

 

2019 4th F.R.I.E.N.D.S. BUDDY WALK  

 


